FORTY YEARS OF
WASHINGTON SOCIETY

TO  MRS.   KIRKPATRICK

Sunday evening, Nov. 16, 1800.

.... I thought I was coming into a land of
strangers; but with a husband so beloved, I hesitated"
not to leave the kindest of fathers and the most indulgent
of friends. But, here in Mrs. Bell, have I met with a
mother, for sure no daughter could be treated with more
affection; in Miss Thornhill and Eliza, sisters, and in Mr.
English a most attentive brother. In Mr. and Mrs. Law,
Cap. and Mrs. Tingey,1 Mr. and Mrs. Otis, Dr. and Mrs.
Thornton,2 social and agreeable companions. In my last
letter I mentioned that Mrs. Bell was to drink tea with
me; the family all came and in my chamber, which I
assure you looked very smart, we passed an agreeable
afternoon and they were treated with my wedding cake.
Mrs. B. brought with her a large basket of sweet potatoes

1Thotpas Tingey, born in London, September n, 1750, an officer in
the British Navy, came to America before the Revolution, served in the
Continental Navy during the war, and in 17^9 in the war with France.
He was not in the Navy at the time Mrs. Smith met him, but was living
in Washington as a private citizen. He was restored to the Navy in 1804
and was continuously in command of the Navy Yard until his death in
1829. He came to look upon the Yard as his property, and actually
included the commandant's house in the property which he disposed of
in, his will. His first wife was Sarah Murdock, of Philadelphia.

2 Dr. William Thornton was an Englishman born in the West Indies.
He made the first accepted designs for the Capitol. He invented a flutter-
wheel steamboat and accused Fulton of having wrongfully deprived him
of it. He was the first Superintendent of the Patent Office, and a man of
genius and rare social accomplishments. His wife was a Miss Bor-
deaux, who had come to America from France.